16                             INDIA   OF  MY  DREAMS

A popular State can never act in advance of public
opinion. If it goes against it, it will be destroyed.
Democracy disciplined and enlightened is the finest
thing in the world. A democracy prejudiced, igno-
rant, superstitious, will land itself in chaos and may be
self-destroyed.

Harijan, 20-7-'31

I have repeatedly observed that no school of thought
can claim a monopoly of right judgement. We are all
liable to err and are often obliged to revise our judge-
ments. In a vast country like this, there must be room
for all schools of honest thought. And the least, there-
fore, that we owe to ourselves as to others is to try to
understand the opponent's view-point and, if we cannot
accept it, respect it as fully as we expect him to respect
ours. It is one of the indispensable tests of a healthy
public life and therefore fitness for Swaraj. If we have
no charity, and no tolerance, we shall never settle our
differences amicably and must, therefore, always submit
to the arbitration of a third party, i.e. to foreign
domination.

Toung India,  17~4-'24

When people come into possession of political
power, the interference with the freedom of the people
is reduced to a minimum. In other words a nation that
runs its affairs smoothly and effectively without much
State interference is truly democratic. Where such a
condition is absent, the form of Government is demo-
cratic in name.
Harijan,  11-1-J36

Democracy and violence can ill go together. The
States that are today nominally democratic have either
to become frankly totalitarian or, if they are to become